CHAPTER XLVI

THE MOOSEHEART IDEA

THE majority of the Moose are men in the
mechanical trades.   But the primary trade*
the one on which all others rest, is agriculture.
The men knew this, and so they founded
Mooseheart on the soil.   It is an agricultural
school.    It occupies more than a thousand
acres in the richest farming region of Illinois,
The first thing the students learn is that all
wealth comes out of the earth.   The babies
play in the meadows and learn the names of
flowers and birds.   The heritage of childhood
is the out-of-doors.   I heard of some children
in the city who found a mouse and thought it
was a rabbit.  But when the city-born children
come to Mooseheart they come into their own.
They trap  rabbits  and woodchucks,  fight
bumblebees* nests, wade and fish in the creek
and go boating and swimming in the river
and the clear lake.

When a boy gets old enough to leave the
kindergarten and start in the primary school
253eart boys know how to make
